di al ogue draft



I NT. CAR - DAY

The Pradhan famly is driving to school early in the
nmorning; a restless kind of silence follows.

Jaya, the 13-year-old daughter is sitting in the backseat
with crossed arnms and a grunpy face. She is fair, beautiful,
with proud eyes. W see her sitting in a crooked position,
as she suffers fromcerebral palsy.

W see her struggling to get up and | ean forward to whi sper
in her nother’s ear.

Arpita Pradhan is a 38 year old, well put together wonman.
She anxi ously hears Jaya nmunbling in her ear while she
drives the car.

Sul ekha is a 20 year ol d caretaker, dark skinned; |ean and
hal f asleep. She is staring outside the w ndow.

Rajal is a 43 year old well suited man playing on his
phone.

ARPI TA
(dramatically)
Tum kya so rahi ho Sul ekha?

Sul ekha turns her head in an alarm ng way. He | ooks up,
cl uel ess.

SULEKHA
(stanering)
na. . Nahi di di

ARPI TA
(shout s)
Toh pani pilao Jaya ko

She is scared to death. W see her quickly opening the bag
and | ooking for the water bottle.

RAJAL
Arre uspe kyu chadh rahi ho, Jaya
khud bhi toh mang sakti thi

ARPI TA
Tunse pucha kisi ne?...toh chup
kar o!

RAJAL
Arre yaar... Tum chup karvati rehti

ho, nmuj he hanesha. ..

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

ARPI TA

toh mat bola karo na bich bich nein
RAJAL

Par tum apni beti ko toh bol ne diya

kar o

Jaya has a hel pl ess expression on her face.

ARPI TA- VO
Koi tape nahi |agaya hai neine uske
nmuh pe

RAJAL- VO

encour age bhi toh nahi karti ho

Arpita looks in the rear view mrror with an aggressive
face.

ARPI TA
(shouts)
Jaya? kya neine nmana kiya hai tumhe

RAJAL
Mera ye matl ab nahi tha

ARPI TA
(upset)
Yahi matlab tha tunmhara..Jab dekho
muj he bl ane karte ho har cheez ke
liye

RAJAL
(irritated)
Yar Hadh karti ho tum

ARPI TA
(sarcastically)
Han sab neri hi galti ha

PAUSE

RAJAL
Jaya beta! Sabse baat karna huh
school nein.

ARPI TA
Pehl e hi din kaise karegi

RAJAL
Sab kar sakti hai vo..Heina?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

RAJAL
Karogi na baat sabse? Jaya?.

Jaya shakes her head in a NO

RAJAL
Arre Kyu?

JAYA
(with a strong |isp)
Kyuki nuj he bol na nahi ata ha

A deafening silence follows. Rajal and Arpita | ook at each
ot her and then Arpita drives ahead.

EXT. SCHOOL GATE . DAY - CONTI NUQUS

Children are wal king inside the gate. Sone are playing in
the ground. Sone boys are hitting each other in a fight.

Jaya i s being wheeled inside the school by Rajal. She has a
scared | ook, she quickly clenches on to her nother’s dupatta
and starts puling it. Jaya worried face turns teary. She
starts shaking her had in in a No.

ARPI TA
bettaaa...nahi jana hai kya?

Jaya shakes her head in a NO Rajal pulls his head out of
the car and stares at Arpita.

RAJAL
gande i deas mat do usse

ARPI TA
Dekkho kitni dari huyi hai ..ese
| ag raha hai jail bhej rahe ha
usse!

RAJAL
bhai sare bache jate hai jail.
mat | ab. . schoo

Raj al puts his his head back in the car.

RAJAL
Chron Jaya, get up! get up get up

Raj al pulls her out and hel ps her sit on the wheelchair.
Arpita stands there, holding the wheelchair with one hand
and caressing Jaya’'s back with her other hand with a
dramatic worried expression.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

JAYA
(turns around)
Mumaaa! Pl ease Munmaaa

RAJAL
TUVBE bhi choti hei ght ke bache jaa
rahe hai school. Voh toh nahi ro
r ahe.

ARPI TA
Acha chal o na.. hum bhi chatl e ha
tumhare sath school! Theek hai ?

JAYA
(sobbi ng)
Nahi Mummmmaaaa. .

RAJAL
Jaya! Cnon stop crying.

Hari, 58 year old man cones forward with a big smle and
comes in their way.

HARI
(ent husi astical |l y)
Goodnor ni ng Mai dum

Hari | ooks down at Jaya’'s teary face.

HARI
Goodnor ni ng choti nai dum

ARPI TA
Yes, yes Good norning..

Arpita tries to wheel her inside but Hari cones in front of
them and stops themw th a hand gesture.

HARI
yaha se age, aap nahi jaa sakte hai

RAJAL
Kyu nahi jaa sakte hai?

HARI
Hunko beja hai na principal m’ am
ne. Humle jayege inhe class

ARPI TA

ye baat tak nahi karti hai Kkisi se.
Aapke sath kaise chali jayegi?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

HARI
Rul es rul es hai nmmi dum

Raj al bends down to talk to Jaya

RAJAL
Jaya.... bete will you go inside?

Jaya sobs and shakes her heads in a NO. She holds on to
Arpita s dupatta tightly.

JAYA
(sobbi ng)
NAHI nahi jana hai nmuj he!

Children playing in the ground start turning around to see
this drama. Sone are staring.

ARPI TA- VO
That’s it. I'mcalling the
principal. Aap nahi rok sakte ha

hume ese

Jaya | ooks at them and then back at Arpita who is on the
phone.

JAYA
munme. . sab mazak udayege na nera

RAJAL
Tum overt hi nk bohot karti ho yarr!
Just go for it!
Jaya starts pulling her dupatta again.

JAYA
Nahi na mumma. . Mij he ghar jana ha

Hari puts his hands on his waist hel plessly.

HARI
CGhar kyu jana hai ? Kon hai ghar pe?

Jaya | ooks up at her parents.

RAJAL
Hum toh of fice jaa rahe hai bha

Jaya thinks for a few seconds. The school bell rings.

HARI
dekho ghanti baj gayi..

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

RAJAL
Jaya | prom se you tumhare bohot
sare friends banege.. Hei na?

As Jaya stares at Rajal, he |ooks up at Hari.

HARI
Haaan! ... Chal o chal o.. bye bol do

Hari quickly takes control of the wheelchair and starts
wheel i ng her.

JAYA
(squel s)
Minmmaaa

Jaya turns around to | ook at her parents with a sad face.
Rajal is smling wide with pride. He | ooks at Arpita’'s
scared face wavi ng back at Jaya.

| NT. CLASSROOM DAY

A classroom full of ninth graders chattering.

Jaya sits there anxiously | ooking around the cl ass.

Karan is a enthusiastic first bencher sitting with his gang
of boys.

Karan is narrating a story while the other two are
listening, his desk partner is busy |ooking at Jaya. Karan
smrks and gives a tight slap at the back of his head. They
all burst into a nmean | augh. Boys reaction

TEACHER
(claps tw ce)
Okay we’ ||l be introducing oursel ves

with an adjective that best

descri bes us. But the rule says
that it should only start with the
first letter of your nane!

Children start tal ki ng anong t hensel ves. Sone whi sper in
each others ears. Jaya feels nervous al one.

TEACHER
Let ne go first! My nane is | am
Perfect Pushpendra. Well, it can

al so be pretty poignant or even
persistant. But | think "perfect”
suns it up nicely.Ri ght?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

Two boys seated next to Jaya | ook at each other with a side
eye

BOY
GHANTA!

The ot her two boys | augh with cl osed nout hs!

TEACHER
Okay now, Let’'s start with
wel com ng our new student. Jaya!

JAYA
(1 ooks around anxi ously)

The whol e class turns around to | ook at Jaya. She gulps in
hesitation and stares at the teacher with a dunb struck
face.

TEACHER
Jaya?

JAYA
(SAYS I T WTH A LI SP)
My nane is Jittery Jaya.

TEACHER
Ch sweetie, you don’'t need to be
jittery. Right class? Cnon tell us
somet hi ng about yoursel f

JAYA
| like to swm
KARAN
(m m cks Jaya)
My nane is Jaya...|l like to Sw ni
CLASS
(1 aughs)
TEACHER

Stop | aughi ng cl ass.. And Karan t hat
is exactly the kind of behaviour
that | won’t be tollerating!

Karan and his gang are trying to control their |aughs.
TEACHER
Students! Jaya is a "Special child"
And | want you all to help her
kay?

St udent s nod.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

TEACHER VO
So, Grls it’s your duty to take
her to the washroom and have | unch
with her. And the boys should take
her to the library and conputer
cl ass. Done?

We see the children | ooking back at Jaya. Chattering anonst
t hensel ves. Sone of them are noddi ng.

TEACHER
Students tell nme.. will you do
this?

CLASS
YES MA" AM

TEACHER
Good! Now who' s goi ng next?

Jaya’'s face falls she clenches onto her uniform and presses
her teeth in anger and angui sh.

EXT. PLAYGROUND. DAY

Children are playing in the breaktinme. Sonme students are
eating their lunch together. They are sharing their tiffins
and tal king to each other.

Jaya i s standi ng anongst a group of five girls. They all are
tal ki ng anongst thensel ves while Jaya stands with themin a
cirle.

They girls stare at a handsone boy playing. He turns aroung
and smles. The girls giggles and start tal ki ng anonst

t hensel ves agaian. Jaya tries to say sonething but it
remai ns unheard.

She | ooks di sheartened, she | ooks around and sees Hari
sitting in a corner alone. Bored to death.

CUr 10O

I NT. CLASSROOM DAY

Jaya is in class; she is struggling to wite in her
not ebook. She | ooks around the class. Al students are
witing fast. She has a hel pl ess face.



I NT. CLASSROOM DAY

We hear the school bell ring. Children packing their things
and | eaving the classroom

A bunch of boys are throwing the ball around and it hits
Jaya. her whol e body nmakes a jerk, she is startled. She
starts to bend over to pick the ball when one of boys
qui ckly cones and takes it.

Jaya opens her nmouth to say sonething but he has already
| eft and resuned his gane.

Al'l students are leaving in groups; Jaya sits there staring
m ndl essly at the floor with a nunb face.

HARI
Yaha dahi ki tarah kya jam huyi
ho? Ab nahi jana ghar?

Jaya keeps her bag in her lap and tries to wheel herself
out .

Hari quickly cones forward and starts wheeling her out.

EXT. SCHOOL GATE . DAY - CONTI NUQUS

Raj al waves hello and crosses the road. Jaya and Hari stand
by the gate.

RAJAL
Aur fir? Mazze aye?

JAYA

(annoyed)

Mei n yaha nahi aungi .. KABH NAH
AUNG !

HARI
par Kyu?

RAJAL

ki si ne kuch kaha kya?

HARI
Nahi sir...bohut ae badi ya bache
padht e hai yaha

JAYA
GHANTA!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

RAJAL
Jaya! Ese baat karte hai badho se?

Raj al takes her pink bag and bottle. He | ooks at Hari

RAJAL
bhai saab Pehle hi din ye sab seekh
gayi ..age pata nahi kya kya hoga.
huh?

Hari breaks into a soft |augh, while Rajal starts wheeling
her out.

EXT. SCHOOL GATE . DAY - NEXT MORNI NG

The school bell rings, all kids run back to classes in
lines. He waits for Jaya to cone. He anxiously |ooks at the
wat ch. He peeps outside the gate, and | ooks around.

After a while he decides to lock the entry gate. As he
begins to put the lock, Rajal and Arpita knock at the gate.

Hari quickly unlocks the door and |l ets Jaya inside. He grabs
her bag and bottle, Rajal and Arpita apol ogi se and wave
goodbye. Jaya rolls her eyes and exhales in dism ssal.

HARI
Keht e kehte hai na koshi sh kar ne
vall o ki har nahi hoti

JAYA
han bas bezti hoti hai

Hari | aughs and wheel s her inside in excitenent.

| NT. CLASSROOM DAY
On a cl assroom bl ackboard, the teacher wites with chal k.

TEACHER
(WRI TES AS SHE TALKS)
when we add 5 x by 3 x mnus 3 with
6 by x plus 2. W will..

Karan | ooks at the board and noves his pen trying to act
smart.

KARAN
(t hi nki ngl y)
get 5x square plus 10 x plus 18 x
m nus 18

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

TEACHER
wel | yes, because we nultiplied 5x
wth..

Karan folds his hands in pride.

KARAN
And the denom nator suns up to 3 X
square plus 6 x mnus 3x mnus 6

The teacher wites on the board as he dictates the answer.
She turns around with an irritated face. A student stares at
t he bl ackboard with sl eepy eyes. A girl tears her page in
anger

KARAN- VO
Wi ch obvi ously cancels down to 5x
square plus 28x mnus 18 divi ded by
3x square plus 3x mnus 6

She keeps her left hand on her wai st and stares at Karan.

TEACHER
Right! but what if | say that this
equation equals to 5 by 3. Then
what will be the value to x?

Children start scribbling their notebooks. Karan starts to
do nental maths with his w erd hand gestures.

JAYA- VO
8 by 23

Karan turns around in shock. The teacher quickly turns to the
back of the book to check for the answer.

TEACHER
8 by 23 is correct. Excellent Jaya.
That was really fast. Now | ets see
how we got that answer...

Jaya smrks at Karan.

| NT. CLASSROOM DAY - SAME DAY

Jaya take out her lunch with utnost difficulty. She opens it
after the fourth try. Jaya exhal es.

JAYA
this is exhausting

She starts eating when we hear a knock.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

HARI
(eager)
Arre Tum yaha baithi ho! Voh vaha
wait kar raha hai tumhara

JAYA
kon?

HARI
Vitam n D aur kon?

Hari takes charge of her wheel chair handle. Jaya | ooks
supri sed and conf used.

JAYA
That has to be the worst joke, |’'ve
ever heard

Hari has al ready wheel ed her out of the class.

EXT. SCHOOL GROUND. DAY

She is visibly annoyed that he forced her to conme out of the
cl assroom and have lunch. Jaya sits there in the sun staring
at all other children. W see a boys teama girls team

pl ayi ng football.

JAYA
(sarcastically)
Foot baal khil ane | aye ho?

HARI

Aur kyal!
JAYA

aap... Sarcasm nahi Jante ho kya ?
HARI

Tum satta | agana janti ho?
Jaya nmakes a confused face.

JAYA
satta | agana banned ha

HARI
Voh to crorepatiyon log ke liye

JAYA
The Law i s sanme for everyone

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

HARI JAYA
tum | adki ya bohot sochti Oh pl ease! AAPKE ye | oser
ho yaar..isiliye dekhna ye boys ki team harne wali hai

mat ch bhi har | aogi

HARI
Achi ya betiya! Theeek hai! Dekhte
hai! decide karlo tum.. konsa gana
gaogi ?

JAYA
Gana? konsa gana?

HARI
Har gayi toh gana gana padega

JAYA

(rmutters)

bol na toh ata nahi hai, gana
gavayege muj hse

HARI
Arre GOAL! CGoal hogaya! dekha
tume? goal pad gaya hai babhi

Jaya gets worried. The boys are charging towards the goa
post, when a girl catches hold of the ball and starts
charging towards their goal post.

JAYA
Casatta bohot pasand hai nuj he

Hari | ooks at her with a side eye and a half smle.

JAYA
(shouts)
GOAL!

HARI
Abbe yaar..iss notalle ko kyu
banaya hai goally. H| hi nahi raha
hai ye

Jaya slowy turns to himand smrks. She runs her eyes up
and down and gi gl es.

HARI

Kya khee khee khee khe kar rahe ho?
Mat ch pe dhyan do!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

She spots a group of nean girls | aughing at her and

whi spering in each others ears. They all signal a heart
sign. Jaya gets frustrated while Hari is busy watching the
gane with utnost enthusiasm

JAYA
nmuj he cl ass jana hai
(of f ended)

ki yu?
JAYA
koi kaam dhanda nahi hai aapko?
HARI
Yahi toh kaam dhanda hai hunra
JAYA
koi khelta hai kisi watchman ke
sat h?
HARI
Tunko Nahi baithna hai hunre sath
bet a?
JAYA
NAHI !

Hari | ooks at her with a straight face. Jaya i s annoyed.

EXT. SCHOOL GATE . DAY - CONTI NUOUS

The school hours have ended and Hari is at the gate w shing
t he teachers "good afternoon”. The two teachers wal k by

wi t hout noticing him

He stands there lonely, and | eans over to the wall. He waves
goodbye to kids but they ignore himand wal k ahead.

Jaya is noticing this fromafar. As the teacher wheels her
closer to the gate. She stares at himwhile he tries to
avoi d eye contact.

EXT. SCHOOL GATE . DAY - NEXT MORNI NG

Jaya enters the school gate with Arpita. She | ooks around to
find Hari. He stands there in the corner.

Jaya waves at him and he waves back. She holds her ears and
signals sorry. Hari smles.

She lights up to see Hari wal ki ng towards her.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

HARI
Rahi man dhaga friendshi p ka man
t odo chat kaye

JAYA
Aap kitne tumdramic ho, Please
chup ho jaye.

Hari smrks.

EXT. PLAYGROUND. DAY - MONTAGE SEQUENCE

At recess, Hari is standing; |eaning both hands on Jaya’s
wheel chair. Jaya and Hari are eating ice creans while

wat chi ng the gane.

Hari’s ice creamdrips down to Jaya's face. She gets mad and
yells at him Hari breaks into a [ augh. She hits himwth
her little hands.

| NT. CLASSROOM DAY - MONTAGE SEQUENCE

In the hallway Hari is wal king outside Jaya’s classroom He
| ooks at her and peeps inside her class.

Jaya rai ses her hands with all the other students and
answers the question.

Hari smles at her enthusi asm

EXT. SCHOOL GATE . DAY - MONTAGE SEQUENCE
In th norning Jaya cones smling. Hari and Jaya do tha

classic fist bunp. While Hari does a namaste, Jaya dabs.
Hari tries to copy the dab.

| NT. LI BRARY. DAY
In the library Hari is reading "BAL BHARTI". He recites a
poem dramatically. Jaya listens with a bored face with her

hands on her head.

JAYA
Kya? Matl ab kya hai iska

Hari smles and reads ahead.



16.

| NT. SCHOCL HALLWAY. DAY

When the school gets over. Everybody is walking in the
corridors. Hari and Jaya nmake their way and run in the
corridors with excited smles on their face. Students stare
at them as they pass by.

A teacher catches them and stops them Hari and Jaya’s happy
faces turn into worried faces. The teacher schol ds

them She signals himto take her to class. As she | eaves,
Jaya does her inpression of her scolding. Hari and Jaya
burst into a big | augh.

| NT. CLASSROOM DAY- YEAR LATER

Jaya’s parents are sitting across the teacher. On the board
it’s witten "PARENT TEACHER MEETI NG'

TEACHER
Your daughter has inpressed ne the
nost. She is a brilliant Brilliant
chil d.

ARPI TA

That’ s great

Arpita | ooks at Rajal. Rajal |ooks at her with wi de eyes
eyes and an i npressed face.

Jaya is outside the classroom in the hallway |istening to
the conversation. She smrks in pride.

TEACHER
My only concern is that she | acks
sone serious social skills.

Arpita | ooks confused.

RAJAL
Esa nahi hai ma’ amvoh try karti
hai .

TEACHER

No she’s not trying! The only
person she talks to is OQUR
WATCHVAN. Do you know about this?

ARPI TA
Ya

Rajal and arpita share a | ook.

( CONTI NUED)
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TEACHER- VO
Aapko theek lagta hai ye?...Wll,
anyway it doesn’t matter now, |
hear he’s | eaving!

ARPI TA
He LEAVI NG

RAJAL
Par kyu

TEACHER

God knows why!

TEACHER
Trust me its a good thing! This
wi |l push her to make new friends
I N her class. Don’t you think?

Jaya gets angry she | ooks down the hallway. In frustration
she tries to push the wheelchair. She fails and tries to
st and.

She | eans on the wall and stands up. She begins to walk in
her crooked way. She tries to bal ance her |legs and takes a
few steps in frustration. She falls down on her face, with
cl enched eyes. A few students circle around to pick her up.

EXT. SCHOOL GATE . DAY - CONTI NUQUS

Jaya’' s parents and Jaya wal k towards the gate. Jaya has a
bandage on her forehead. Hari sees them com ng, he has a
worried expression.

HARI
ye konsa dangal karke ayi ho?

RAJAL
Bas.. Tumhare jaane ki baat sunke
ni kal padi ye daudne

HARI
Ab tum bhaga dhodi karne | agi ?

JAYA
Kyu nmei n nahi bhag sakti ?
HARI
(exhal es)
Bhago bahi bhago, humare toh ab
sust ane ke di n agaye hai

Hari streches his arns and exahal es.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

18.
JAYA
Bhai ya aap kya sach nein jaa rahe
ho?
HARI

Arre hum bat ane vall e the tunko!
Apne gaon nein ek dukan le liye
hai n. Abse aram se pasarenge kurs

pe ..
JAYA
sirf apne bare nein sochte ho na
aap!
HARI

Arre tunko toh khush hona
chahye. . abse koi chi dayega nah

t umhe
JAYA
koi farak nahi padta nuj he unse
HARI
Padna chahiye! Yahi toh tumhare
dost hai
JAYA
Aap dost nahi ho nere?
HARI
toh kya zi ndagi bhar nuj hse hi
bati yaogi ?
JAYA
Aur kya
HARI
Beta yahi tinme hai...naye dost

dhundne shuru kar do

JAYA
Mei n kyu dhundu? Un sab ko muj hse
baat nahi karni hai toh na karel!

HARI
Tumhe kai se pata unhe nahi karn
hai ?

JAYA

Sab haste hai hai nuj hpe cl ass
mei n! Mei ne bataya tha na..

( CONTI NUED)
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19.

HARI
Arre Gadhi! jo special hote hai na,
unki hi acting hoti hai. Am tabh
Bachan ki m m ckery nahi sunni?

JAYA
Koi special veshal nahi hu nein!
Bas aapko hi | agata hai esa

HARI
| og tumhe jante nahi hai isiliye
unhe idea nahi hai ki tum kya
cheeez ho

JAYA
Muj he koi aur friend nahi chahiye,
aap ruk jao na

HARI
Muj he jana hi padega beta.. Tumhari
jaisi hunko bhi ek gudiya huyi ha.
Uske liye jana padega? ki nahi
j ana padega?

Jaya stares at him

Hari nmesses her hair with love. Rajal wheels her out. Hari’'s
face falls. Jaya | ooks back and waves. Hari waves back wth

a big smil

JAYA
Jao.. Acha hi hai..Tunmhari second
hand shayari se chutkara m | aga
muj he

HARI
Apne khayal rakhna. Jada ice cream
mat khana, varna har jagah khasti
firti ho tum

e.

EXT. SCHOOL GATE . DAY - NEXT MORNI NG

Raj al wheels Jaya to the gate. Jaya has worried expression.

The pl ace where Hari
enpty.

used to stand everyday waiting i s now



20.

| NT. CLASSROCOM DAY - SAME DAY

In a quiet class, children are taking out books fromtheir
bags. A student is flipping the book in |azily.

TEACHER
Turn to page 256, we’'re starting
the sixth chapter.

Rhea, is a clunsy; doe eyed child sitting in the next row
al one. She is |ooking through the books in her bags with a
scared | ook. She | ooks around worried. She keeps her bag
down.

Her enpty desk catches Jaya’'s attention. Jaya extends her
shaki ng hand and pokes Rhea. Rhea | ooks at her confused.
Jaya signals her to cone sit with her and share the

t ext book. Rhea gets up and sits next to her. She smles at
Jaya and start reading the book.



